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is considered not specific if a reason-
able person familiar with the discharge
review process after a review of the
materials considered cannot determine
the relationship between the appli-
cant’s submission and the particular
circumstances of the case. This re-
sponse may be used only if the submis-
sion is expressed in such general terms
that no other response is applicable.
For example, if the NDRB disagrees
with the applicant as to the relevance
of matters set forth in the submission,
the NDRB normally will set forth the
nature of the disagreement with re-
spect to decisional issues, or it will re-
ject the applicant’s position. If the ap-
plicant’s submission is so general that
none of those provisions is applicable,
then the NDRB may state that it can-
not respond because the item is not
specific.

§ 724.806 Decisional issues.
(a) General. Under the guidance in

this section, the decisional document
shall discuss the issues that provide a
basis for the decision whether there
should be a change in the character of
or reason for discharge. In order to en-
hance clarity, the NDRB should not ad-
dress matters other than issues relied
upon in the decision or raised by the
applicant.

(1) Partial change. When the decision
changes a discharge, but does not pro-
vide the applicant with the full change
in discharge requested, the decisional
document shall address both the issues
upon which change is granted and the
issues upon which the NDRB denies the
full change requested.

(2) Relationship of issue of character of
or reason for discharge. Generally, the
decisional document should specify
whether a decisional issue applies to
the character of or reason for discharge
(or both), but it is not required to do
so.

(3) Relationship of an issue to propriety
or equity. (i) If an applicant identifies
an issue as pertaining to both propri-
ety and equity, the NDRB will consider
it under both standards.

(ii) If an applicant identifies an issue
as pertaining to the propriety of the
discharge (for example, by citing a pro-
priety standard or otherwise claiming
that a change in discharge is required

as a matter of law), the NDRB shall
consider the issue solely as a matter of
propriety. Except as provided in
§ 724.806(a)(3)(d), the NDRB is not re-
quired to consider such an issue under
the equity standards.

(iii) If the applicant’s issue contends
that the NDRB is required as a matter
of law to follow a prior decision by set-
ting forth an issue of propriety from
the prior decision and describing its re-
lationship to the applicant’s case, the
issue shall be considered under the pro-
priety standards and addressed under
§ 724.806 (a) or (b).

(iv) If the applicant’s issue sets forth
principles of equity contained in a
prior NDRB decision, describes the re-
lationship to the applicant’s case, and
contends that the NDRB is required as
a matter of law to follow the prior
case, the decisional document shall
note that the NDRB is not bound by its
discretionary decisions in prior cases.
However, the principles cited by the
applicant, and the description of the
relationship of the principles to the ap-
plicant’s case, shall be considered and
addressed under the equity standards.

(v) If the applicant’s issue cannot be
identified as a matter of propriety or
equity, the NDRB shall address it as an
issue of equity.

(b) Change of discharge: issues of pro-
priety. If a change in the discharge is
warranted under the propriety stand-
ards, the decisional document shall
state that conclusion and list the er-
rors of expressly retroactive changes in
policy or violations of regulations that
provide a basis for the conclusion. The
decisional document shall cite the
facts in the record that demonstrate
the relevance of the error or change in
policy to the applicant’s case. If the
change in discharge does not constitute
the full change requested by the appli-
cant, the reasons for not granting the
full change shall be set forth.

(c) Denial of the full change requested:
issues of propriety. (1) If the decision re-
jects the applicant’s position on an
issue of propriety, of if it is otherwise
decided on the basis of an issue of pro-
priety that the full change in discharge
requested by the applicant is not war-
ranted, the decisional document shall
note that conclusion.
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(2) The decisional document shall list
reasons for its conclusion on each issue
of propriety under the following guid-
ance:

(i) If a reason is based in whole or in
part upon a regulation, statute, con-
stitutional provision, judicial deter-
mination, or other source of law, the
NDRB shall cite the pertinent source of
law and the facts in the record that
demonstrate the relevance of the
source of law to the particular cir-
cumstances in the case.

(ii) If a reason is based in whole or in
part on a determination as to the oc-
currence or nonoccurrence of an event
or circumstances, including a factor re-
quired by applicable service regula-
tions to be considered for determina-
tion of the character of and reason for
the applicant’s discharge, the NDRB
shall make a finding of fact for each
such event or circumstance.

(A) For each such finding, the
decisional document shall list the spe-
cific source of the information relied
upon. This may include the presump-
tion of regularity in appropriate cases.
If the information is listed in the serv-
ice record section of the decisional doc-
ument, a citation is not required.

(B) If a finding of fact is made after
consideration of contradictory evi-
dence in the record (including informa-
tion cited by the applicant or other-
wise identified by members of the
NDRB), the decisional document shall
set forth the conflicting evidence and
explain why the information relied
upon was more persuasive than the in-
formation that was rejected. If the pre-
sumption of regularity is cited as the
basis for rejecting such information,
the decisional document shall explain
why the contradictory evidence was in-
sufficient to overcome the presump-
tion. In an appropriate case, the expla-
nation as to why the contradictory evi-
dence was insufficient to overcome the
presumption of regularity may consist
of a statement that the applicant failed
to provide sufficient corroborating evi-
dence, or that the NDRB did not find
the applicant’s testimony to be suffi-
ciently credible to overcome the pre-
sumption.

(iii) If the NDRB disagrees with the
position of the applicant on an issue of
propriety, the following guidance ap-

plies in addition to the guidance in
§ 724.806(c)(2) (a) and (b):

(A) The NDRB may reject the appli-
cant’s position by explaining why it
disagrees with the principles set forth
in the applicant’s issue (including prin-
ciples derived from cases cited by the
applicant in accordance with
§ 724.802(b)(4).

(B) The NDRB may reject the appli-
cant’s position by explaining why the
principles set forth in the applicant’s
issue (including principles derived from
cases cited by the applicant in accord-
ance with § 724.802(b)(4)) are not rel-
evant to the applicant’s case.

(C) The NDRB may reject an appli-
cant’s position by stating that the ap-
plicant’s issue of propriety is not a
matter upon which the NDRB grants a
change in discharge, and by providing
an explanation for this position. When
the applicant indicates that the issue
is to be considered in conjunction with
one or more other specified issues, the
explanation will address all such speci-
fied issues.

(D) The NDRB may reject the appli-
cant’s position on the grounds that
other specified factors in the case pre-
clude granting relief, regardless of
whether the NDRB agreed with the ap-
plicant’s position.

(E) If the applicant take the position
that the discharge must be changed be-
cause of an alleged error in a record as-
sociated with the discharge, and the
record has not been corrected by the
organization with primary responsibil-
ity for corrective action, the NDRB
may respond that it will presume the
validity of the record in the absence of
such corrective action. If the organiza-
tion empowered to correct the record is
within the Department of Defense, the
NDRB should provide the applicant
with a brief description of the proce-
dures for requesting correction of the
record. If the NDRB on its own motion
cites this issue as a decisional issue on
the basis of equity, it shall address the
issue.

(F) When an applicant’s issue con-
tains a general allegation that a cer-
tain course of action violated his or her
constitutional rights, the NDRB may
respond in appropriate cases by noting
that the action was consistent with
statutory or regulatory authority, and

VerDate 22-AUG-97 07:31 Sep 14, 1997 Jkt 174118 PO 00000 Frm 00272 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 E:\CFR\174118.037 174118



273

Department of the Navy, DoD § 724.806

by citing the presumption of constitu-
tionality that attaches to statutes and
regulations. If, on the other hand, the
applicant makes a specific challenge to
the constitutionality of the action by
challenging the application of a stat-
ute or regulation in a particular set of
circumstances, it is not sufficient to
respond solely by citing the presump-
tion of constitutionality of the statute
or regulation when the applicant is not
challenging the constitutionality of
the statute or regulation. Instead, the
response must address the specific cir-
cumstances of the case.

(d) Denial of the full change in dis-
charge requested when propriety is not at
issue. If the applicant has not submit-
ted an issue of propriety and the NDRB
has not otherwise relied upon an issue
of propriety to change the discharge,
the decisional document shall contain
a statement to that effect. The NDRB
is not required to provide any further
discussion as to the propriety of the
discharge.

(e) Change of discharge: issues of eq-
uity. If the NDRB concludes that a
change in the discharge is warranted
under the equity standards, the
decisional document shall list each
issue of equity upon which this conclu-
sion is based. The NDRB shall cite the
facts in the record that demonstrate
the relevance of the issue to the appli-
cant’s case. If the change in discharge
does not constitute the full change re-
quested by the applicant, the reasons
for not giving the full change requested
shall be discussed.

(f) Denial of the full change in dis-
charge requested: issues of equity. (1) If
the NDRB rejects the applicant’s posi-
tion on an issue of equity, or if the de-
cision otherwise provides less than the
full change in discharge requested by
the applicant, the decisional document
shall note that conclusion.

(2) The NDRB shall list reasons for
its conclusion on each issue of equity
under the following guidance:

(i) If a reason is based in whole or in
part upon a regulation, statute, con-
stitutional provision, judicial deter-
mination, or other source of law, the
NDRB shall cite the pertinent source of
law and the facts in the record that
demonstrate the relevance of the
source of law to the exercise of discre-

tion on the issue of equity in the appli-
cant’s case.

(ii) If a reason is based in whole or in
part on a determination as to the oc-
currence or nonoccurrence of an event
or circumstance, including a factor re-
quired by applicable service regula-
tions to be considered for determina-
tion of the character of and reason for
the applicant’s discharge, the NDRB
shall make a finding of fact for each
such event or circumstance.

(A) For each such finding, the
decisional document shall list the spe-
cific source of the information relied
upon. This may include the presump-
tion of regularity in appropriate cases.
If the information is listed in the serv-
ice record section of the decisional doc-
ument, a citation is not required.

(B) If a finding of fact is made after
consideration of contradictory evi-
dence in the record (including informa-
tion cited by the applicant or other-
wise indentified by members of the
NDRB), the decisional document shall
set forth the conflicting evidence and
explain why the information relied
upon was more persuasive than the in-
formation that was rejected. If the pre-
sumption of regularity is cited as the
basis for rejecting such information,
the decisional document shall explain
why the contradictory evidence was in-
sufficient to overcome the presump-
tion. In an appropriate case, the expla-
nation as to why the contradictory evi-
dence was insufficient to overcome the
presumption of regularity may consist
of a statement that the applicant failed
to provide sufficient corroborating evi-
dence, or that the NDRB did not find
the applicant’s testimony to be suffi-
ciently credible to overcome the pre-
sumption.

(iii) If the NDRB disagrees with the
postion of the applicant on an issue of
equity, the following guidance applies
in addition to the guidance in para-
graphs above:

(A) The NDRB may reject the appli-
cant’s position by explaining why it
disagrees with the principles set forth
in the applicant’s issue (including prin-
ciples derived from cases cited by the
applicant).

(B) The NDRB may reject the appli-
cant’s position by explaining why the
principles set forth in the applicant’s
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issue (including principles derived from
cases cited by the applicant) are not
relevant to the applicant’s case.

(C) The NDRB may reject an appli-
cant’s position by explaining why the
applicant’s issue is not a matter upon
which the NDRB grants a change in
discharge as a matter of equity. When
the applicant indicates that the issue
is to be considered in conjunction with
other specified issues, the explanation
will address all such specified issues.

(D) The NDRB may reject the appli-
cant’s position on the grounds that
other specified factors in the case pre-
clude granting relief, regardless of
whether the NDRB agrees with the ap-
plicant’s position.

(E) If the applicant takes the posi-
tion that the discharge should be
changed as a matter of equity because
of an alleged error in a record associ-
ated with the discharge, and the record
has not been corrected by the organiza-
tion with primary responsibility for
corrective action, the NDRB may re-
spond that it will presume the validity
of the record in the absence of such
corrective action. However, the NDRB
will consider whether it should exercise
its equitable powers to change the dis-
charge on the basis of the alleged error.
If it declines to do so, it shall explain
why the applicant’s position did not
provide a sufficient basis for the
change in the discharge requested by
the applicant.

(iv) When NDRB concludes that ag-
gravating factors outweigh mitigating
factors, the NDRB must set forth rea-
sons such as the seriousness of the of-
fense, specific circumstances surround-
ing the offense, number of offenses,
lack of mitigating circumstances, or
similar factors. The NDRB is not re-
quired however, to explain why it re-
lied on any such factors unless the ap-
plicability or weight of such a factor is
expressly raised as an issue by the ap-
plicant.

(v) If the applicant has not submitted
any issues and the NDRB has not oth-
erwise relied upon an issue of equity
for a change in discharge, the
decisional document shall contain a
statement to that effect, and shall note
that the major factors upon which the
discharge was based are set forth in the

service record portion of the decisional
document.

§ 724.807 Record of NDRB proceedings.
(a) When the proceedings in any re-

view have been concluded, a record
thereof will be prepared. Records may
include written records, electro-
magnetic records, audio and/or video-
tape recordings, or a combination.

(b) At a minimum, the record will in-
clude the following:

(1) The application for review;
(2) A record of the testimony in ei-

ther verbatim, summarized, or re-
corded form at the option of the NDRB;

(3) Documentary evidence or copies,
other than the military service record
considered by the NDRB;

(4) Briefs and arguments submitted
by or on behalf of the applicant;

(5) Advisory opinions considered by
the NDRB, if any:

(6) The findings, conclusions, and rea-
sons developed by the NDRB;

(7) Notification of the NDRB’s deci-
sion to the cognizant custodian of the
applicant’s records, or reference to the
notification document;

(8) A copy of the decisional docu-
ment.

§ 724.808 Issuance of decisions follow-
ing discharge review.

The applicant and counsel or rep-
resentative, if any, shall be provided
with a copy of the decisional document
and of any further action in review.
Final notification of decisions shall be
issued to the applicant with a copy to
the counsel or representative, if any,
and to the service manager concerned.

(a) Notification to applicants, with
copies to counsel or representatives,
shall normally be made through the
U.S. Postal Service. Such notification
shall consist of a notification of deci-
sion, together with a copy of the
decisional document.

(b) Notification to the service man-
ager shall be for the purpose of appro-
priate action and inclusion of review
matter in personnel records. Such noti-
fication shall bear appropriate certifi-
cation of completeness and accuracy.

(c) Actions on review by superior au-
thority, when occurring, shall be pro-
vided to the applicant and counsel or
representative in the same manner as
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to the notification of the review deci-
sion.

§ 724.809 Final disposition of the
record of proceedings.

The original decisional document and
all appendices thereto, shall in all
cases be incorporated in the military
service record of the applicant and the
service record shall be returned to the
custody of the appropriate record hold-
ing facility. If a portion of the original
record of proceedings cannot be stored
with the service record, the service
record shall contain a notation as to
the place where the record is stored.
Other copies including any electro-
magnetic records, audio and/or video-
tape recordings or any combination
thereof shall be filed in the NDRB case
folder and disposed of in accordance
with appropriate naval regulations.

§ 724.810 Availability of Naval Dis-
charge Review Board documents
for public inspection and copying.

(a) A copy of the decisional document
prepared in accordance with subpart H
of this enclosure shall be made avail-
able for public inspection and copying
promptly after a notice of final deci-
sion is sent to the applicant.

(b) To prevent a clearly unwarranted
invasion of personal privacy, identify-
ing details of the applicant and other
persons will be deleted from documents
made available for public inspection
and copying.

(1) Names, addresses, social security
numbers, and military service numbers
must be deleted. Written justification
shall be made for all other deletions
and shall be available for public inspec-
tion.

(2) The NDRB shall ensure that there
is a means for relating a decisional
document number to the name of the
applicant to permit retrieval of the ap-
plicant’s records when required in proc-
essing a complaint.

(c) Any other privileged or classified
material contained in or appended to
any documents required by this Man-
ual to be furnished the applicant and
counsel or representative or made
available for public inspection and
copying may be deleted only if a writ-
ten statement on the basis for the dele-
tions is provided the applicant and

counsel or representative and made
available for public inspection. It is
not intended that the statement be so
detailed as to reveal the nature of the
withheld material.

(d) NDRB documents made available
for public inspection and copying shall
be located in the Armed Forces Dis-
charge Review/Correction Board Read-
ing Room. The documents shall be in-
dexed in a usable and concise form so
as to enable the public, and those who
represent applicants before the NDRB,
to isolate from all these decisions that
are indexed, those cases that may be
similar to an applicant’s case and that
indicate the circumstances under or
reasons for (or both) which the NDRB
or the Secretary concerned granted or
denied relief.

(1) The reading file index shall in-
clude, in addition to any other item de-
termined by the NDRB, the case num-
ber, the date, character of, reason and
authority for the discharge. It shall
also include the decisions of the NDRB
and reviewing authority, if any, and
the issues addressed in the statement
of findings, conclusions, and reasons.

(2) The index shall be maintained at
selected permanent locations through-
out the United States. This ensures
reasonable availability to applicants at
least 30 days before a traveling panel
review. A list of these locations shall
be published in the FEDERAL REGISTER
by the Department of the Army. The
index shall also be made available at
sites selected for traveling panels or
hearing examinations for such periods
as the NDRB is present and in oper-
ation. An applicant who has requested
a traveling panel review shall be ad-
vised, in the notice of such review, of
the permanent index locations.

(3) The Armed Forces Discharge Re-
view/Corrections Board Reading Room
shall publish indexes quarterly for all
DRBs. The NDRB shall be responsible
for timely submission to the Reading
Room of individual case information
required for update of the indexes. In
addition, the NDRB shall be respon-
sible for submission of new index cat-
egories based upon published changes
in policy, procedures, or standards.
These indexes shall be available for
public inspection or purchase (or both)
at the Reading Room. When the NDRB

VerDate 22-AUG-97 07:31 Sep 14, 1997 Jkt 174118 PO 00000 Frm 00275 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 E:\CFR\174118.037 174118



276

32 CFR Ch. VI (7-1-97 Edition)§ 724.811

has accepted an application, informa-
tion concerning the availability of the
index shall be provided in the NDRB’s
response to the application.

§ 724.811 Privacy Act information.

Information protected under the Pri-
vacy Act is involved in the discharge
review functions. The provisions of
SECNAVINST 5211.5C shall be observed
throughout the processing of a request
for review of discharge or dismissal.

§ 724.812 Responsibilities of the Read-
ing Room.

(a) Copies of decisional documents
will be provided to individuals or orga-
nizations outside the NCR in response
to written requests for such docu-
ments. Although the Reading Room
shall try to make timely responses to
such requests, certain factors such as
the length of a request, the volume of
other pending requests, and the impact
of other responsibilities of the staff as-
signed to such duties may cause some
delays. A fee may be charged for such
documents under appropriate DOD and
Department of the Army directives and
regulations. The manual that accom-
panies the index of decisions shall no-
tify the public that if an applicant in-
dicates that a review is scheduled for a
specific date, an effort will be made to
provide requested decisional docu-
ments before that date. The individual
or organization will be advised if that
cannot be accomplished.

(b) Correspondence relating to mat-
ters under the cognizance of the Read-
ing Room (including requests for pur-
chase of indexes) shall be addressed to:

DA Military Review Board Agency, Atten-
tion: SFBA (Reading Room), Room 1E520,
The Pentagon, Washington, DC 20310.

§ 724.813 The recommendation of the
NDRB president.

(a) General. The president of the
NDRB may forward cases for consider-
ation by the Secretarial Review Au-
thority (SRA). There is no requirement
that the president submit a rec-
ommendation when a case is forwarded
to the SRA. If the president makes a
recommendation with respect to the
character of or reason for discharge,
however, the recommendation shall be

prepared under the guidance in
§ 724.813b.

(b) Format for recommendation. If a
recommendation is provided, it shall
contain the president’s view whether
there should be a change in the char-
acter of or reason for discharge (or
both). If the president recommends
such a change, the particular change to
be made shall be specified. The rec-
ommendation shall set forth the presi-
dent’s position on decisional issues and
issues submitted by the applicant
under the following guidance:

(1) Adoption of the NDRB’s decisional
document. The recommendation may
state that the president has adopted
the decisional document prepared by
the majority. The president shall en-
sure that the decisional document
meets the requirements of this enclo-
sure.

(2) Adoption of the specific statements
from the majority. If the President
adopts the views of the majority only
in part, the recommendation shall cite
the specific matter adopted from the
majority. If the president modifies a
statement submitted by the majority,
the recommendation shall set forth the
modification.

(3) Response to issues not included in
matter adopted from the majority. The
recommendation shall set forth the fol-
lowing if not adopted in whole or in
part from the majority:

(i) The issues on which the presi-
dent’s recommendation is based. Each
such decisional issue shall be addressed
by the president.

(ii) The president’s response to items
submitted as issues by the applicant.

(iii) Reasons for rejecting the conclu-
sion of the majority with respect to the
decisional document which, if resolved
in the applicant’s favor, would have re-
sulted in greater relief for the appli-
cant than that afforded by the presi-
dent’s recommendation. Such issues
shall be addressed under the principles
in § 724.806.

§ 724.814 Secretarial Review Authority
(SRA).

(a) Review by the SRA. The Secretar-
ial Review Authority (SRA) is the Sec-
retary concerned or the official to
whom Secretary’s discharge review au-
thority has been delegated.
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(1) The SRA may review the follow-
ing types of cases before issuance of
the final notification of a decision:

(i) Any specific case in which the
SRA has an interest.

(ii) Any specific case that the presi-
dent of the NDRB believes is of signifi-
cant interest to the SRA.

(2) Cases reviewed by the SRA shall
be considered under the standards set
forth in this part.

(b) Processing the decisional document.
(1) The decisional document shall be
transmitted by the NDRB president
under § 724.813.

(2) The following guidance applies to
cases that have been forwarded to the
SRA except for cases reviewed on the
NDRB’s own motion, without the par-
ticipation of the applicant or the appli-
cant’s counsel:

(i) The applicant and counsel or rep-
resentative, if any, shall be provided
with a copy of the proposed decisional
document, including the NDRB presi-
dent’s recommendation to the SRA, if
any. Classified information shall be
summarized.

(ii) The applicant shall be provided
with a reasonable period of time, but
not less than 25 days, to submit a re-
buttal to the SRA. Any issue in rebut-
tal consists of a clear and specific
statement by the applicant in support
of or in opposition to the statements of
the NDRB or NDRB president on
decisional issues and other clear and
specific issues that were submitted by
the applicant. The rebuttal shall be
based solely on matters in the record
before the NDRB closed the case for de-
liberation or in the president’s rec-
ommendation.

(c) Review of the decisional document.
If corrections in the decisional docu-
ment are required, the decisional docu-
ment shall be returned to the NDRB
for corrective action. The corrected
decisional document shall be sent to
the applicant (and counsel, if any), but
a further opportunity for rebuttal is
not required unless the correction pro-
duces a different result or includes a
substantial change in the decision by
the NDRB (or NDRB president) of the
issues raised by the majority or the ap-
plicant.

(d) The addendum of the SRA. The de-
cision of the SRA shall be in writing

and shall be appended as an addendum
to the decisional document under the
guidance in this subsection.

(1) The SRA’s decision. The addendum
shall set forth the SRA’s decision
whether there will be a change in the
character of or reason for discharge (or
both); if the SRA concludes that a
change is warranted, the particular
change to be made shall be specified. If
the SRA adopts the decision rec-
ommended by the NDRB or the NDRB
president, the decisional document
shall contain a reference to the matter
adopted.

(2) Discussion of issues. In support of
the SRA’s decision, the addendum shall
set forth the SRA’s position on
decisional issues, items submitted as
issues by an applicant and issues raised
by the NDRB and the NDRB president
in accordance with the following guid-
ance:

(i) Adoption of the NDRB president’s
recommendation. The addendum may
state that the SRA has adopted the
NDRB president’s recommendation.

(ii) Adoption of the NDRB’s proposed
decisional document. The addendum may
state that the SRA has adopted the
proposed decisional document prepared
by the NDRB.

(iii) Adoption of specific statements
from the majority or the NDRB president.
If the SRA adopts the views of the
NDRB or the NDRB president only in
part, the addendum shall cite the spe-
cific statements adopted. If the SRA
modifies a statement submitted by the
NDRB or the NDRB president, the ad-
dendum shall set forth the modifica-
tion.

(iv) Response to issues not included in
matter adopted from the NDRB or the
NDRB president. The addendum shall
set forth the following if not adopted in
whole or in part from the NDRB or the
NDRB president:

(A) A list of the issues on which the
SRA’s decision is based. Each such
decisional document issue shall be ad-
dressed by the SRA. This includes rea-
sons for rejecting the conclusion of the
NDRB or the NDRB president with re-
spect to decisional issues which, if re-
solved in the applicant’s favor, would
have resulted in a change to the dis-
charge more favorable to the applicant
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than that afforded by the SRA’s deci-
sion. Such issues shall be addressed
under the principles in § 724.806(f).

(B) The SRA’s response to items sub-
mitted as issues by the applicant.

(3) Response to the rebuttal. (i) If the
SRA grants the full change in dis-
charge requested by the applicant (or a
more favorable change), that fact shall
be noted, the decisional issues shall be
addressed and no further response to
the rebuttal is required.

(ii) If the SRA does not grant the full
change in discharge requested by the
applicant (or a more favorable change),
the addendum shall list each issue in
rebuttal submitted by an applicant in
accordance with this section, and shall
set forth the response of the SRA under
the following guidance:

(A) If the SRA rejects an issue in re-
buttal, the SRA may respond in ac-
cordance with the principals in
§ 724.806.

(B) If the matter adopted by the SRA
provides a basis for the SRA’s rejection
of the rebuttal material, the SRA may
note that fact and cite the specific
matter adopted that responds to the
issue in rebuttal.

(C) If the matter submitted by the
applicant does not meet the require-
ments for rebuttal material, that fact
shall be noted.

(4) Index entries. Appropriate index
entries shall be prepared for the SRA’s
actions for matters that are not adopt-
ed from the NDRB’s proposed
decisional document.

§ 724.815 Complaints.
A complaint is any correspondence in

which it is alleged that a decisional
document issued by the NDRB or the
SRA contains a specifically indentified
violation of 32 CFR part 70 or any ref-
erences thereto. Complaints will be re-
viewed pursuant to 32 CFR part 70.

Subpart I—Standards for
Discharge Review

§ 724.901 Objective of discharge re-
view.

The objective of a discharge review is
ot examine the propriety and equity of
the applicant’s discharge and to effect
changes, if necessary. The standards of
the review and the underlying factors

which aid in determining whether the
standards are met shall be consistent
with historical criteria for determining
honorable service. No factors shall be
established that require automatic
change or denial of a change in a dis-
charge. Neither the NDRB nor the Sec-
retary of the Navy shall be bound by
any methodology of weighting of the
factors in reaching a determination. In
each case, the NDRB shall give full,
fair, and impartial consideration to all
applicable factors before reaching a de-
cision. An applicant may not receive a
less favorable discharge than that is-
sued at the time of separation. This
does not preclude correction of clerical
errors.

§ 724.902 Propriety of the discharge.
(a) A discharge shall be deemed to be

proper unless, in the course of dis-
charge review, it is determined that:

(1) There exists an error of fact, law,
procedure, or discretion associated
with the discharge at the time of issu-
ance; and that the rights of the appli-
cant were prejudiced thereby (such
error shall constitute prejudicial error
if there is substantial doubt that the
discharge would have remained the
same if the error had not been made);
or

(2) A change in policy by the military
service of which the applicant was a
member, made expressly retroactive to
the type of discharge under consider-
ation, requires a change in the dis-
charge.

(b) When a record associated with the
discharge at the time of issuance in-
volves a matter in which the primary
responsibility for corrective action
rests with another organization (for ex-
ample, another Board, agency, or
court) the NDRB will recognize an
error only to the extent that the error
has been corrected by the organization
with primary responsibility for cor-
recting the record.

(c) The primary function of the
NDRB is to exercise its discretion on
issues of equity by reviewing the indi-
vidual merits of each application on a
case-by-case basis. Prior decisions in
which the NDRB exercised its discre-
tion to change a discharge based on is-
sues of equity (including the factors
cited in such decisions or the weight
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given to factors in such decisions) do
not bind the NDRB in its review of sub-
sequent cases because no two cases
present the same issues of equity.

(d) The following applies to appli-
cants who received less than fully hon-
orable administrative discharges be-
cause of their civilian misconduct
while in an inactive duty status in a
reserve component and who were dis-
charged or had their discharge re-
viewed on or after April 20, 1971: the
NDRB shall either recharacterize the
discharge to Honorable without any ad-
ditional proceedings or additional pro-
ceedings shall be conducted in accord-
ance with the Court’s Order of Decem-
ber 3, 1981, in Wood v. Secretary of De-
fense to determine whether proper
grounds exist for the issuance of a less
than honorable discharge, taking into
account that:

(1) An other than honorable (for-
merly undesirable) discharge for an in-
active duty reservist can only be based
upon civilian misconduct found to have
affected directly the performance of
military duties;

(2) A general discharge for an inac-
tive duty reservist can only be based
upon civilian misconduct found to have
had an adverse impact on the overall
effectiveness of the military, including
military morale and efficiency.

§ 724.903 Equity of the discharge.
A discharge shall be deemed to be eq-

uitable unless:
(a) In the course of a discharge re-

view, it is determined that the policies
and procedures under which the appli-
cant was discharged differ in material
respects from policies and procedures
currently applicable on a service-wide
basis to discharges of the type under
consideration, provided that:

(1) Current policies or procedures rep-
resent a substantial enhancement of
the rights afforded a respondent in
such proceedings; and

(2) There is substantial doubt that
the applicant would have received the
same discharge, if relevant current
policies and procedures had been avail-
able to the applicant at the time of the
discharge proceedings under consider-
ation.

(b) At the time of issuance, the dis-
charge was inconsistent with standards

of discipline in the military service of
which the applicant was a member.

(c) In the course of a discharge re-
view, it is determined that relief is
warranted based upon consideration of
the applicant’s service record and other
evidence presented to the NDRB viewed
in conjunction with the factors listed
in this paragraph and the regulations
under which the applicant was dis-
charged, even though the discharge was
determined to have been otherwise eq-
uitable and proper at the time of issu-
ance. Areas of consideration include,
but are not limited to:

(1) Quality of service, as evidenced by
factors such as:

(i) Service history, including date of
enlistment, period of enlistment, high-
est rank achieved, conduct and pro-
ficiency ratings (numerical and nar-
rative);

(ii) Awards and decorations;
(iii) Letters of commendation or rep-

rimand;
(iv) Combat service;
(v) Wounds received in action;
(vi) Records of promotions and demo-

tions;
(vii) Level of responsibility at which

the applicant served;
(viii) Other acts of merit that may

not have resulted in formal recognition
through an award or commendation;

(ix) Length of service during the
service period which is the subject of
the discharge review;

(x) Prior military service and type of
discharge received or outstanding post
service conduct to the extent that such
matters provide a basis for a more
thorough understanding of the per-
formance of the applicant during the
period of service which is the subject of
the discharge review;

(xi) Convictions by court-martial;
(xii) Records of nonjudicial punish-

ment;
(xiii) Convictions by civil authorities

while a member of the service, re-
flected in the discharge proceedings or
otherwise noted in the service records;

(xiv) Records of periods of unauthor-
ized absence;

(xv) Records relating to a discharge
in lieu of court-martial.

(2) Capability to serve, as evidenced
by factors such as:
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(i) Total capabilities. This includes an
evaluation of matters such as age, edu-
cational level, and aptitude scores.
Consideration may also be given as to
whether the individual met normal
military standards of acceptability for
military service and similar indicators
of an individual’s ability to serve satis-
factorily, as well as ability to adjust to
military service.

(ii) Family and personal problems. This
includes matters in extenuation or
mitigation of the reason for discharge
that may have affected the applicant’s
ability to serve satisfactorily.

(iii) Arbitrary or capricious actions.
This includes actions by individuals in
authority which constiute a clear
abuse of such authority and that, al-
though not amounting to prejudicial
error, may have contributed to the de-
cision to discharge the individual or
unduly influence the characterization
of service.

(iv) Discrimination. This includes un-
authorized acts as documented by
records or other evidence.

APPENDIX A TO PART 724—POLICY
STATEMENT BY THE SECRETARY OF
DEFENSE—ADDRESSING CERTAIN
CATEGORIES OF DISCHARGES

Secretary of Defense memorandum of Au-
gust 13, 1971, to the Secretaries of the Mili-
tary Departments, The Chairman, Joint
Chiefs of Staff; Subject: Review of Dis-
charges Under Other Than Honorable Condi-
tions Issued to Drug Users:

‘‘Consistent with Department of Defense
Directive 1300.11, October 23, 1970, and my
memorandum of July 7, 1971, concerning re-
habilitation and treatment of drug users, ad-
ministrative discharges under other than
honorable conditions issued solely on the
basis of personal use of drugs or possession of
drugs for the purpose of such use will be re-
viewed for recharacterization.

‘‘Accordingly, each Secretary of a Military
Department, acting through his Discharge
Review Board, will consider applications for
such review from former service members.
Each Secretary is authorized to issue a dis-
charge under honorable conditions upon es-
tablishment of facts consistent with this pol-
icy. Former service members will be notified
of the results of the review. The Veterans’
Administration will also be notified of the
names of former service members whose dis-
charges are recharacterized.

‘‘The statute of limitations for review of
discharges within the scope of this policy

will be in accordance with 10 United States
Code 1553.

‘‘This policy shall apply to those service
members whose cases are finalized or in
process on or before July 7, 1971’’.

Secretary of Defense memorandum of April
28, 1972, to Secretaries of the Military De-
partments, Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff;
Subject: Review of Punitive Discharges Is-
sued to Drug Users:

‘‘Reference is made to Secretary Packard’s
memorandum of July 7, 1971, concerning re-
habilitation and treatment of drug users,
and my memorandum of August 13, 1971, sub-
ject: ‘Review of Discharges Under Other
Than Honorable Conditions Issued to Drug
Users.’

‘‘My August 13, 1971 memorandum estab-
lished the current Departmental policy that
administrative discharges under other than
honorable conditions issued solely on the
basis of personal use of drugs or possession of
drugs for the purpose of such use will be re-
viewed for recharacterization to under hon-
orable conditions.

‘‘It is my desire that this policy be ex-
panded to include punitive discharges and
dismissals resulting from approved sentences
of courts-martial issed solely for conviction
of personal use of drugs or possession of
drugs for the purpose of such use.

‘‘Review and recharacterization are to be
effected, upon the application of former serv-
ice members, utilizing the procedures and
authority set forth in Title 10, United States
Code, sections 874(b), 1552 and 1553.

‘‘This policy is applicable only to dis-
charges which have been executed on or be-
fore July 7, 1971, or issued as a result of a
case in process on or before July 7, 1971.

‘‘Former service members requesting a re-
view will be notified of the results of the re-
view. The Veterans’ Administration will also
be notified of the names of former service
members whose discharges are recharacter-
ized.’’

APPENDIX B TO PART 724—OATH OR AF-
FIRMATION TO BE ADMINISTERED TO
DISCHARGE REVIEW BOARD MEMBERS

Prior to undertaking duties as a Board
member, each person assigned to such duties
in the precept of the Board shall execute the
following oath or affirmation which shall
continue in effect throughout service with
the Board.

Oath/Affirmation

I, ——————, do swear or affirm that I
will faithfully and impartially perform all
the duties incumbent upon me as a member
of the Naval Discharge Review Board; that I
will fully and objectively inquire into and
examine all cases coming before me; that I
will, without regard to the status of the indi-
vidual in any case, render my individual
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judgment according to the facts, my con-
science and the law and regulations applica-
ble to review of naval discharges, so help me
God.

APPENDIX C TO PART 724—SAMPLES OF
FORMATS EMPLOYED BY THE NAVAL
DISCHARGE REVIEW BOARD

Attach-
ment Form Title

1 Letter ........... En Block Notification of Decision to
Commander, Naval Military Per-
sonnel Command (No Change).

2 ......do .......... En Block Notification of Decision to
Commander, Naval Military Per-
sonnel Command (Change).

3 ......do .......... En Block Notification of Decision to
Commandant, Marine Corps (No
Change).

4 ......do .......... En Block Notification of Decision to
Commandant, Marine Corps
(Change).

NOTE: The Forms appearing in Appendix C
are not carried in the Code of Federal Regu-
lations.

APPENDIX D TO PART 724—VETERANS’
BENEFITS

91 Stat. 1106
Pub. L. 95–126, Oct. 8, 1977
95th Congress

An Act

To deny entitlement to veterans’ benefits
to certain persons who would otherwise be-
come so entitled solely by virtue of the ad-
ministrative upgrading under temporarily
revised standards of other than honorable
discharges from service during the Vietnam
era; to require case-by-case review under
uniform, historically consistent, generally
applicable standards and procedures prior to
the award of veterans’ benefits to persons ad-
ministratively discharged under other than
honorable conditions from active military,
naval, or air service; and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and the House
of Representatives of the United States of
America in Congress assembled, That (a) sec-
tion 3103 of Title 38, United States Code, is
amended by—

(1) Inserting ‘‘or on the basis of an absence
without authority from active duty for a
continuous period of at least one hundred
and eighty days if such person was dis-
charged under conditions other than honor-
able unless such person demonstrates to the
satisfaction of the Administrator that there
are compelling circumstances to warrant
such prolonged unauthorized absence.’’ after
‘‘deserter,’’ in subsection (a), and by insert-
ing a coma and ‘‘notwithstanding any action
subsequent to the date of such discharge by
a board established pursuant to section 1553

of title 10’’ before the period at the end of
such subsection; and

(2) Adding at the end of such section the
following new subsection:

‘‘(e)(1) Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, (A) no benefits under laws ad-
ministered by the Veterans’ Administration
shall be provided, as a result of a change in
or new issuance of a discharge under section
1553 of title 10, except upon a case-by-case re-
view by the board of review concerned, sub-
ject to review by the Secretary concerned,
under such section, of all the evidence and
factors in each case under published uniform
standard (which shall be historically consist-
ent with criteria for determining honorable
service and shall not include any criterion
for automatically granting or denying such
change or issuance) and procedures generally
applicable to all persons administratively
discharged or released from active military,
naval, or air service under other than honor-
able conditons: and (B) any such person shall
be afforded an opportunity to apply for such
review under such section 1553 for a period of
time terminating not less than one year
after the date on which such uniform stand-
ards and procedures are promulgated and
published.

‘‘(2) Notwithstanding any other provision
of law—

‘‘(A) No person discharged or released from
active military, naval, or air service under
other than honorable conditions who has
been awarded a general or honorable dis-
charge under revised standards for the re-
view of discharges, (i) as implemented by the
President’s directive of January 19, 1977, ini-
tiating further action with respect to the
President’s Proclamation 4313 of September
16, 1974, (ii) as implemented on or after April
5, 1977, under the Department of Defense’s
special discharge review program, or (iii) as
implemented subsequent to April 5, 1977, and
not made applicable to all persons adminis-
tratively discharged or released from active
military, naval, or air service under other
than honorable conditions, shall be entitled
to benefits under laws administered by the
Veterans’ Administration except upon a de-
termination, based on a case-by-case review,
under standards (meeting the requirements
of paragraph (1) of this subsection) applied
by the board of review concerned under sec-
tion 1553 of title 10, subject to review by the
Secretary concerned, that such person would
be awarded an upgraded discharged under
such standards;

‘‘(B) Such determination shall be made by
such board, (i) on an expedited basis after no-
tification by the Veterans’ Administration
to the Secretary concerned that such person
has received, is in receipt of, or has applied
for such benefits or after a written request is
made by such person or such determination,
(ii) on its own initiative within one year
after the date of enactment of this paragraph
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in any case where a general or honorable dis-
charge has been awarded on or prior to the
date of enactment of this paragraph under
revised standards referred to in clause (A) (i),
(ii), or (iii) of this paragraph, or (iii) on its
own initiative at the time a general or hon-
orable discharge is so awarded in any case
where a general or honorable discharge is
awarded after such enactment date.

‘‘If such board makes a preliminary deter-
mination that such person would not have
been awarded an upgraded discharge under
standards meeting the requirements of para-
graph (1) of this subsection, such personal
shall be entitled to an appearance before the
board, as provided for in section 1553(c) of
title 10, prior to a final determination on
such question and shall be given written no-
tice by the board of such preliminary deter-
mination and of his or her right to such ap-
pearance. The Administrator shall, as soon
as administratively feasible, notify the ap-
propriate board of review of the receipt of
benefits under laws administered by the Vet-
erans’ Administration, or the application for
such benefits, by any person awarded an up-
graded discharge under revised standards re-
ferred to in clause (A) (i), (ii), or (iii) of this
paragraph with respect to whom a favorable
determination has not been made under this
paragraph.’’.

(b)(1) The Secretary of Defense shall fully
inform each person awarded a general or
honorable discharge under revised standards
for the review of discharges referred to in
section 3103(e)(2)(A) (i), (ii), or (iii) of title 38,
United States Code, as added by subsection
(a)(2) of this section of his or her right to ob-
tain an expedited determination under sec-
tion 3103(e)(2)(B)(i) of such title and of the
implications of the provisions of this Act for
each such person.

(2) Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, the Secretary of Defense shall inform
each person who applies to a board of review
under section 1553 of title 10, United States
Code, and who appears to have been dis-
charged under circumstances which might
constitute a bar to benefits under section
3103(a), of title 38, United States Code, (A)
that such person might possibly be adminis-
tratively found to be entitled to benefits
under laws administered by the Veterans’
Administration only through the action of a
board for the correction of military records
under section 1552 of such title 10 or the ac-
tion of the Administrator of Veterans’ Af-
fairs under section 3103 of such title 38, and
(B) of the procedures for making application
to such section 1552 board for such purpose
and to the Administrator of Veterans’ Af-
fairs for such purpose (including the right to
proceed concurrently under such sections
3103, 1552 and 1553).

Section 2. Notwithstanding any other pro-
vision of law, the Administrator of Veterans’
Affairs shall provide the type of health care

and related benefits authorized to be pro-
vided under chapter 17 of title 38, United
States Code, for any disability incurred or
aggravated during active military, naval, or
air service in line of duty by a person other
than a person barred from receiving benefits
by section 3103(a) of such title, but shall not
provide such health care and related benefits
pursuant to this section for any disability
incurred or aggravated during a period of
service from which such person was dis-
charged by reason of a bad conduct dis-
charge.

Section 3. Paragraph (18) of section 101 of
Title 38, United States Code, is amended to
read as follows:

‘‘(18) The term ‘discharge or release’ in-
cludes, (A) retirement from the active mili-
tary, naval, or air service, and (B) the satis-
factory completion of the period of active
military, naval, or air service for which a
person was obligated at the time of entry
into such service in the case of a person who,
due to enlistment or reenlistment, was not
awarded a discharge or release from such pe-
riod of service at the time of such comple-
tion thereof and who, at such time, would
otherwise have been eligible for the award of
a discharge or release under conditions other
than dishonorable.’’

Section 4. In promulgating, or making any
revisions of or amendments to, regulations
governing the standards and procedures by
which the Veterans’ Administration deter-
mines whether a person was discharged or re-
leased from active military, naval, or air
service under conditions other than dishon-
orable, the Administrator of Veterans’ Af-
fairs shall, in keeping with the spirit and in-
tent of this Act, not promulgate any such
regulations or revise or amend any such reg-
ulations for the purpose of, or having the ef-
fect of, (1) providing any unique or special
advantage to veterans awarded general or
honorable discharges under revised standards
for the review of discharges described in sec-
tion 3103(e)(2)(A) (i), (ii), or (iii) of title 38,
United States Code, as added by section
1(a)(2) of this Act, or (2) otherwise making
any special distinction between such veter-
ans and other veterans.

Section 5. This Act shall become effective
on the date of its enactment, except that—

(1) Section 2 shall become effective on Oc-
tober 1, 1977, or on such enactment date,
whichever is later; and

(2) The amendments made by section 1(a)
shall apply retroactively to deny benefits
under laws administered by the Veterans’
Administration, except that, notwithstand-
ing any other provision of law.

(A) With respect to any person who, on
such enactment date is receiving benefits
under laws administered by the Veterans’
Administration, (i) such benefits shall not be
terminated under paragraph (2) of section
3103(e) of title 38, United States Code, as
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1 Copies may be obtained, if needed, from
the Naval Publications and Forms Direc-
torate, Attn: Code 301, 5801 Tabor Avenue,
Philadelphia, PA 19120-5099.

added by section 1(a)(2) of this Act, until, (I)
the day on which a final determination not
favorable to the person concerned is made on
an expedited basis under paragraph (2) of
such section 3103(e), (II) the day following
the expiration of ninety days after a prelimi-
nary determination not favorable to such
person is made under such paragraph, or (III)
the day following the expiration of one hun-
dred and eighty days after such enactment
date, whichever day is the earliest, and (ii)
the United States shall not make any claim
to recover the value of any benefits provided
to such person prior to such earliest day;

(B) With respect to any person awarded a
general or honorable discharge under revised
standards for the review of discharges re-
ferred to in clause (A) (i), (ii), or (iii) of such
paragraph who has been provided any such
benefits prior to such enactment date, the
United States shall not make any claim to
recover the value of any benefits so provided;
and

(C) The amendments made by clause (1) of
section 1(a) shall apply, (i) retroactively
only to persons awarded general or honor-
able discharges under such revised standards
and to persons who, prior to the date of en-
actment of this Act, had not attained gen-
eral eligibility to such benefits by virtue of
(I) a change in or new issuance of a discharge
under section 1553 of title 10, United States
Code, or (II) any other provision of law, and
(ii) prospectively (on and after such enact-
ment date) to all other persons.

PART 725—RELEASE OF OFFICIAL
INFORMATION FOR LITIGATION
PURPOSES AND TESTIMONY BY
DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY PER-
SONNEL

Sec.
725.1 Purpose.
725.2 Policy.
725.3 Authority to act.
725.4 Definitions.
725.5 Applicability.
725.6 Authority to determine and respond.
725.7 Contents of a proper request or de-

mand.
725.8 Considerations in determining to

grant or deny a request.
725.9 Action to grant or deny a request.
725.10 Response to requests or demands in

conflict with this instruction.
725.11 Fees.

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 301; 10 U.S.C. 113, 5013;
31 U.S.C. 9701 and 32 CFR part 97.

SOURCE: 57 FR 2463, Jan. 22, 1992, unless
otherwise noted.

§ 725.1 Purpose.
This instruction implements 32 CFR

part 97 regarding the release of official
Department of the Navy (DON) infor-
mation and provision of testimony by
DON personnel for litigation purposes,
and prescribes conduct of DON person-
nel in response to a litigation request
or demand. It restates the information
contained in Secretary of the Navy In-
struction 5820.8A of 27 August 19911, and
is intended to conform in all respects
with the requirements of that instruc-
tion.

§ 725.2 Policy.
(a) It is DON policy that official fac-

tual information, both testimonial and
documentary, should be made reason-
ably available for use in Federal
courts, state courts, foreign courts,
and other governmental proceedings
unless that information is classified,
privileged, or otherwise protected from
public disclosure.

(b) DON personnel, as defined in
§ 725.4(b), however, shall not provide
such official information, testimony,
or documents, submit to interview, or
permit a view or visit, without the au-
thorization required by this part.

(c) DON personnel shall not provide,
with or without compensation, opinion
or expert testimony concerning official
DON or Department of Defense (DOD)
information, subjects, personnel, or ac-
tivities, except on behalf of the United
States or a party represented by the
Department of Justice, or with the
written special authorization required
by this part.

(d) Section 725.2(b) and (c) constitute
a regulatory general order, applicable
to all DON personnel individually, and
need no further implementation. A vio-
lation of those provisions is punishable
under the Uniform Code of Military
Justice for military personnel and is
the basis for appropriate administra-
tive procedures with respect to civilian
employees. Moreover, violations of this
instruction by DON personnel may,
under certain circumstances, be ac-
tionable under 18 U.S.C. 207.
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(e) Upon a showing by a requester of
exceptional need or unique cir-
cumstances, and that the anticipated
testimony will not be adverse to the in-
terests of the DON, DOD, or the United
States, the General Counsel of the
Navy, the Judge Advocate General of
the Navy, or their respective delegates
may, in their sole discretion, and pur-
suant to the guidance contained in this
instruction, grant such written special
authorization for DON personnel to ap-
pear and testify as expert or opinion
witnesses at no expense to the United
States.

§ 725.3 Authority to act.
(a) The General Counsel of the Navy,

the Judge Advocate General of the
Navy, and their respective delegates
[hereafter ‘‘determining authorities’’
described in § 725.4(a), shall respond to
litigation requests or demands for offi-
cial DOD information or testimony by
DON personnel as witnesses.

(b) If required by the scope of their
respective delegations, determining au-
thorities’ responses may include: con-
sultation and coordination with the
Department of Justice or the appro-
priate United States Attorney as re-
quired; referral of matters proprietary
to another DOD component to that
component; determination whether of-
ficial information originated by the
Navy may be released in litigation; and
determination whether DOD personnel
assigned to or affiliated with the Navy
may be interviewed, contacted, or used
as witnesses concerning official DOD
information or as expert or opinion
witnesses. Following coordination with
the appropriate commander, a response
may further include whether installa-
tions, facilities, ships, or aircraft may
be visited or inspected; what, if any,
conditions will be imposed upon any re-
lease, interview, contact, testimony,
visit, or inspection; what, if any, fees
shall be charged or waived for access
under the fee assessment consider-
ations set forth in § 725.11; and what, if
any, claims of privilege, pursuant to
this instruction, may be invoked before
any tribunal.

§ 725.4 Definitions.
(a) Determining authority. The cog-

nizant DON or DOD official designated

to grant or deny a litigation request.
In all cases in which the United States
is, or might reasonably become, a
party, or in which expert testimony is
requested, the Judge Advocate General
or the General Counsel of the Navy, de-
pending on the subject matter of the
request, will act as determining au-
thority. In all other cases, the respon-
sibility to act as determining author-
ity has been delegated to all officers
exercising general court-martial con-
vening authority, or to their subordi-
nate commands, and to other com-
mands and activities indicated in
§ 725.6.

(b) DON personnel. Active duty and
former military personnel of the naval
service including retirees; personnel of
other DOD components serving with a
DON component; Naval Academy mid-
shipmen; present and former civilian
employees of the DON including non-
appropriated fund activity employees;
non-U.S. nationals performing services
overseas for the DON under provisions
of status of forces agreements; and
other specific individuals or entities
hired through contractual agreements
by or on behalf of DON, or performing
services under such agreements for
DON (e.g., consultants, contractors and
their employees and personnel).

(c) Factual and expert or opinion testi-
mony. DON policy favors disclosure of
factual information if disclosure does
not violate the criteria stated in § 725.8.
The distinction between factual mat-
ters, and expert or opinion matters
(where DON policy favors non-disclo-
sure), is not always clear. The consid-
erations set forth below pertain.

(1) Naval personnel may merely be
percipient witnesses to an incident, in
which event their testimony would be
purely factual. On the other hand, they
may be involved with the matter only
through an after-the-event investiga-
tion (e.g., JAGMAN investigation). De-
scribing the manner in which they con-
ducted their investigation and asking
them to identify factual conclusions in
their report would likewise constitute
factual matters to which they might
testify. In contrast, asking them to
adopt or reaffirm their findings of fact,
opinions, and recommendations, or
asking them to form or express any
other opinion—particularly one based
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upon matters submitted by counsel or
going to the ultimate issue of causa-
tion or liability—would clearly con-
stitute precluded testimony under the
above policy.

(2) Naval personnel, by virtue of their
training, often form opinions because
they are required to do so in the course
of their duties. If their opinions are
formed prior to, or contemporaneously
with, the matter in issue, and are rou-
tinely required of them in the course of
the proper performance of their profes-
sional duties, they constitute essen-
tially factual matters (i.e., the opinion
they previously held). Opinions formed
after the event in question, including
responses to hypothetical questions,
generally constitute the sort of opinion
or expert testimony which this instruc-
tion is intended to severely restrict.

(3) Characterization of expected tes-
timony by a requester as fact, opinion,
or expert is not binding on the deter-
mining authority. When there is doubt
as to whether or not expert or opinion
(as opposed to factual) testimony is
being sought, advice may be obtained
informally from, or the request for-
warded, to the Deputy Assistant Judge
Advocate General (General Litigation)
or the Associate General Counsel (Liti-
gation) for resolution.

(d) Litigation. All pretrial, trial, and
post-trial stages of all existing or rea-
sonably anticipated judicial or admin-
istrative actions, hearings, investiga-
tions, or similar proceedings before ci-
vilian courts, commissions, boards (in-
cluding the Armed Services Board of
Contract Appeals), or other tribunals,
foreign and domestic. This term in-
cludes responses to discovery requests,
depositions, and other pretrial proceed-
ings, as well as responses to formal or
informal requests by attorneys or oth-
ers in situations involving, or reason-
ably anticipated to involve, civil or
criminal litigation.

(e) Official information. All informa-
tion of any kind, however stored, in the
custody and control of the DOD and its
components including the DON; relat-
ing to information in the custody and
control of DOD or its components; or
acquired by DOD personnel or its com-
ponent personnel as part of their offi-
cial duties or because of their official
status within DOD or its components,

while such personnel were employed by
or on behalf of the DOD or on active
duty with the United States Armed
Forces (determining whether ‘‘official
information’’ is sought, as opposed to
non-DOD information, rests with the
determining authority identified in
§ 725.6, rather than the requester).

(f) Request or demand (legal process).
Subpoena, order, or other request by a
federal, state, or foreign court of com-
petent jurisdiction, by any administra-
tive agency thereof, or by any party or
other person (subject to the exceptions
stated in § 725.5) for production, disclo-
sure, or release of official DOD infor-
mation or for appearance, deposition,
or testimony of DON personnel as wit-
nesses.

§ 725.5 Applicability.

(a) This instruction applies to all
present and former civilian and mili-
tary personnel of the DON whether em-
ployed by, or assigned to, DON tempo-
rarily or permanently. Affected person-
nel are defined more fully in § 725.4(b).

(b) This instruction applies only to
situations involving existing or reason-
ably anticipated litigation, as defined
in § 725.4(d), when DOD information or
witnesses are sought, whether or not
the United States, the DOD, or its com-
ponents are parties thereto. It does not
apply to formal or informal requests
for information in other situations.

(c) This instruction provides guid-
ance only for DON operation and ac-
tivities of its present and former per-
sonnel in responding to litigation re-
quests. It is not intended to, does not,
and may not be relied upon to, create
any right or benefit, substantive or
procedural, enforceable at law or eq-
uity against the United States, DOD,
or DON.

(d) This instruction is not intended
to infringe upon or displace the respon-
sibilities committed to the Department
of Justice in conducting litigation on
behalf of the United States.

(e) This instruction does not super-
sede or modify existing laws, DOD or
DON regulations, directives, or instruc-
tions governing testimony of DON per-
sonnel or release of official DOD or
DON information during grand jury
proceedings.
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(f) This instruction does not control
release of official information in re-
sponse to requests unrelated to litiga-
tion or under the Freedom of Informa-
tion Act (FOIA), 5 U.S.C. 552, or the
Privacy Act, 5 U.S.C. 552a. This in-
struction does not preclude treating
any written request for DON records as
a request under the FOIA or Privacy
Acts. Activities are encouraged to
treat such requests for documents
under the FOIA or the Privacy Act if
they are invoked by the requestor ei-
ther explicitly or by fair implication.
See 32 CFR 701.3(a), 701.10(a). Activities
are reminded that such treatment does
not absolve them of the responsibility
to respond in a timely fashion to legal
process. In any event, if the official in-
formation requested pertains to a liti-
gation matter which the United States
is a present or potential party, the re-
lease authority should notify the dele-
gate of the General Counsel or the
Judge Advocate General, under § 725.6.

(g) This part does not apply to re-
lease of official information or testi-
mony by DON personnel in the follow-
ing situations:

(1) Before courts-martial convened by
any DOD component, or in administra-
tive proceedings conducted by, or on
behalf of, such component;

(2) Under administrative proceedings
conducted by, or on behalf of, the
Equal Employment Opportunity Com-
mission (EEOC) or the Merit Systems
Protection Board (MSPB), the Federal
Labor Relations Authority, the Federal
Services Impasse Panel, or under a ne-
gotiated grievance procedure under a
collective bargaining agreement to
which the Government is a party;

(3) In response to requests by Federal
Government counsel, or counsel rep-
resenting the interests of the Federal
Government, in litigation conducted,
in whole or in part, on behalf of the
United States (e.g., Medical Care Re-
covery Act claims, affirmative claims,
or subpoenas issued by, or concurred in
by, Government counsel when the
United States is a party), but the regu-
lation does apply to an action brought
under the qui tam provisions of the
False Claims Act in which a private
party brings an action in the name of
the United States but in which the De-
partment of Justice either has not yet

determined to intervene in the litiga-
tion or has declined to intervene;

(4) As part of the assistance required
by the Defense Industrial Personnel Se-
curity Clearance Review Program
under DOD Directive 5220.62;

(5) Release of copies of Manual of the
Judge Advocate General (JAGMAN) in-
vestigations, to the next of kin (or
their representatives) of deceased or
incompetent naval personnel;

(6) Release of information by DON
personnel to counsel retained on their
behalf for purposes of litigation, unless
that information is classified, privi-
leged, or otherwise protected from dis-
closure (in the latter event, compliance
with 32 CFR part 97 and this part is re-
quired);

(7) Cases involving garnishment or-
ders for child support and/or alimony.
The release of official information in
these cases is governed by 5 CFR 581
and SECNAVINST 7200.163, or;

(8) Release of information to Federal,
state, and local prosecuting and law
enforcement authorities, in conjunc-
tion with an investigation conducted
by a DOD component or DON criminal
investigative organization.

(h) This part does not preclude offi-
cial comment on matters in litigation
in appropriate cases.

(i) The DOD General Counsel may no-
tify DOD components that DOD will as-
sume primary responsibility for coordi-
nating all litigation requests for de-
mands for official DOD information or
testimony of DOD personnel in litiga-
tion involving terrorism, espionage,
nuclear weapons, and intelligence
sources or means. Accordingly, deter-
mining officials who receive requests
pertaining to such litigation shall no-
tify the Associate General Counsel
(Litigation) or the Deputy Assistant
Judge Advocate General (International
Law or General Litigation) who shall
consult and coordinate with DOD Gen-
eral Counsel prior to any response to
such requests.

(j) Relationship with Federal Rules of
Procedure. The requirements imposed
by this instruction are intended,
among other things, to provide ade-
quate notice to DON regarding the
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scope of proposed discovery. This will
assure that certain DON information,
which properly should be withheld, is
not inadvertently released in response
to a litigation request or demand, in-
cluding a subpoena or other request for
discovery issued under Federal rules of
procedure. When the United States is a
party to Federal litigation and the
party opponent uses discovery methods
(e.g., request for interrogatories and
admissions, depositions) set forth in
Federal rules of procedure, the Judge
Advocate General or General Counsel,
in consultation with representatives of
the Department of Justice or the cog-
nizant United States Attorney, may
determine whether the requirement for
a separate written request in accord-
ance with § 725.7 should be waived. Even
if this requirement is waived, however,
DON personnel who are subpoenaed to
testify still will be required to obtain
the written permission described in
§ 725.2.

§ 725.6 Authority to determine and re-
spond.

(a) Matters proprietary to DON. If a
litigation request or demand is made of
DON personnel for official DON or DOD
information or for testimony concern-
ing such information, the individual to
whom the request or demand is made
will immediately notify the cognizant
DON official designated in § 725.6(c) and
(d), who will determine availability
and respond to the request or demand.

(b) Matters proprietary to another DOD
component. If a DON activity receives a
litigation request or demand for offi-
cial information originated by another
DOD component or for non-DON per-
sonnel presently or formerly assigned
to another DOD component, the DON
activity will forward appropriate por-
tions of the request or demand to the
DOD component originating the infor-
mation, to the components where the
personnel are assigned, or to the com-
ponents where the personnel were for-
merly assigned, for action under 32
CFR part 97. The forwarding DON ac-
tivity will also notify the requester
and court (if appropriate) or other au-
thority of its transfer of the request or
demand.

(c) Litigation matters to which the
United States is, or might reasonably be-

come, a party. Examples of such in-
stances include suits under the Federal
Tort Claims Act, Freedom of Informa-
tion Act, Medical Care Recovery Act,
Tucker Act, and suits against Govern-
ment contractors where the contractor
may interplead the United States or
seek indemnification from the United
States for any judgment paid, e.g.,
aviation contractors or asbestos mat-
ters. Generally, a suit in which the
plaintiff is representing the interests of
the United States under the Medical
Care Recovery Act is not a litigation
matter to which the United States is,
or might reasonably become, a party.
Determining authorities, if in doubt
whether the United States is likely to
become a party to the litigation,
should seek guidance from representa-
tives of the Offices of the Judge Advo-
cate General or General Counsel. The
Judge Advocate General and the Gen-
eral Counsel have the authority to de-
termine whether a litigation request
should be forwarded to them, or re-
tained by a determining authority, for
resolution.

(1) Litigation requests regarding
matters assigned to the Judge Advo-
cate General of the Navy under Navy
Regulations, art. 0331 (1990)4, shall be
referred to the Deputy Assistant Judge
Advocate General (DAJAG) for General
Litigation, 200 Stovall Street, Alexan-
dria, VA 22332-2400, who will respond
for the Judge Advocate General or
transmit the request to the appropriate
Deputy Assistant Judge Advocate Gen-
eral for response.

(2) Litigation requests regarding
matters assigned to the General Coun-
sel of the Navy under Navy Regs., art.
0327 (1990)5, shall be referred to the cog-
nizant Command Counsel under, and
subject to, limitations set forth in
§ 725.6(d)(2). That Command Counsel
may either respond or refer the matter
for action to another office. Requests
involving asbestos litigation shall be
referred to the Office of Counsel, Naval
Sea Systems Command Headquarters,
Personnel and Labor Law Section
(Code 00LD), Washington, DC 20362-5101.
Matters not clearly within the purview
of a particular command counsel shall

VerDate 22-AUG-97 07:31 Sep 14, 1997 Jkt 174118 PO 00000 Frm 00287 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 E:\CFR\174118.040 174118



288

32 CFR Ch. VI (7-1-97 Edition)§ 725.6

6 See footnote 1 to § 725.1.

be referred to Associate General Coun-
sel (Litigation), who may either re-
spond or refer the matter for action to
another office.

(3) Matters involving the Armed
Services Board of Contract Appeals
shall be forwarded to these respective
counsel except where the determina-
tion may involve the assertion of the
deliberative process privilege before
that Board. In such an event, the mat-
ter shall be forwarded for determina-
tion to the Associate General Counsel
(Litigation).

(d) Litigation matters in which the
United States is not, and is reasonably
not expected to become, a party—(1) Mat-
ters within the cognizance of the Judge
Advocate General—(i) Fact witnesses. Re-
quests to interview, depose, or obtain
testimony of any present or former
DON personnel as defined in § 725.4(b)
about purely factual matters shall be
forwarded to the Navy or Marine Corps
officer exercising general court-martial
jurisdiction (OEGCMJ) in whose chain
of command the prospective witness or
requested documents lie. That deter-
mining authority will respond for the
Judge Advocate General under criteria
set forth in § 725.8.

(A) If the request pertains to person-
nel assigned to the Office of the Chief
of Naval Operations, the Office of the
Vice Chief of Naval Operations, or an
Echelon 2 command located in the
Washington, DC, area, it shall be for-
warded to that office which will like-
wise respond for the Judge Advocate
General under the criteria set forth in
§ 725.8.

(B) If a request pertains to Marine
Corps personnel assigned to Head-
quarters Battalion, Headquarters Ma-
rine Corps, or to other Marine Corps
commands located in the Washington,
DC, area, it shall be forwarded to the
Commandant of the Marine Corps
(JAR), Headquarters, U.S. Marine
Corps, Washington, DC 20380-0001,
which will respond for the Judge Advo-
cate General under criteria set forth in
§ 725.8.

(C) Nothing here shall prevent a de-
termining authority from referring re-
quests or demands to another deter-
mining authority better suited under
the circumstances to determine the
matter and respond, but the requester

shall be notified of the referral. Fur-
ther, each determining authority speci-
fied in this paragraph may further del-
egate his or her decisional authority to
a principal staff member, staff judge
advocate, or legal advisor.

(D) In the alternative, the requester
may forward the request to the Deputy
Assistant Judge Advocate General
(General Litigation), who may refer
the matter to another determining au-
thority for response, and so notify the
requester.

(ii) Visits and views. A request to visit
a DON activity, ship, or unit, or to in-
spect material or spaces located there
will be forwarded to one of the authori-
ties stated in § 725.6(d)(1)(i), who will
respond on behalf of the Judge Advo-
cate General. Action taken by that au-
thority will be coordinated with the
commanding officer of the activity,
ship, or unit at issue, or with his or her
staff judge advocate (if applicable). The
military mission of the unit shall nor-
mally take precedence over any visit
or view. The commanding officer may
independently prescribe reasonable
conditions as to time, place, and cir-
cumstances to protect against com-
promise of classified or privileged ma-
terial, intrusion into restricted spaces,
and unauthorized photography.

(iii) Documents. 10 U.S.C. 7861 pro-
vides that the Secretary of the Navy
has custody and charge of all DON
books, records, and property. Under
DOD Directive 5530.16, the Secretary of
the Navy’s sole delegate for service of
process is the General Counsel of the
Navy. See 32 CFR 257.5(c). All process
for such documents shall be served
upon the General Counsel at the De-
partment of the Navy, Washington, DC,
20350-1000, who will refer the matter to
the proper delegate for action. Matters
referred to the Judge Advocate General
will normally be provided to the deter-
mining authorities described in
§ 725.6(c) and (d). That authority will
respond per criteria in § 725.8. Process
not properly served on the General
Counsel is insufficient to constitute a
legal demand and shall be processed as
a request by counsel. Requests for doc-
uments maintained by the National
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Personnel Records Center will be deter-
mined by the official provided in
§ 725.8(b)(2)(iii).

(iv) Expert or opinion requests. Any re-
quest for expert or opinion consulta-
tions, interviews, depositions, or testi-
mony will be referred to the Deputy
Assistant Judge Advocate General
(General Litigation) who will respond
for the Judge Advocate General, or
transmit the request to the appropriate
DAJAG for response. Matters not
clearly within the purview of a particu-
lar Deputy Assistant Judge Advocate
General will be retained by the Deputy
Assistant Judge Advocate General
(General Litigation), who may either
respond or refer the matter to another
determining authority for response.

(2) Matters within the cognizance of the
General Counsel of the Navy—(i) Matters
not involving issues of Navy policy. Such
matters shall be forwarded for deter-
mination to the respective counsel for
Naval Sea Systems Command, Naval
Air Systems Command, Naval Supply
Systems Command, Naval Facilities
Engineering Command, Space and
Naval Warfare Command, Office of the
Navy Comptroller, Commandant of the
Marine Corps, Office of the Chief of
Naval Research, Military Sealift Com-
mand, Office of Civilian Personnel Pol-
icy, or to the Assistant General Coun-
sel (Acquisition), depending upon who
has cognizance over the information or
personnel at issue.

(ii) Matters involving issues of Navy
policy. Such matters shall be forwarded
for determination to the General Coun-
sel of the Navy via the Associate Gen-
eral Counsel (Litigation).

(iii) Matters involving asbestos litiga-
tion. Such matters shall be forwarded
to the Office of Counsel, Naval Sea Sys-
tems Command Headquarters, Person-
nel and Labor Law Section (Code
00LD), Washington, DC 20362-5101.

(3) Matters not clearly within the cog-
nizance of either the Judge Advocate Gen-
eral or the General Counsel. Such mat-
ters may be sent to the Deputy Assist-
ant Judge Advocate General (General
Litigation) or the Associate General
Counsel (Litigation), who will, in con-
sultation with the other, determine the
appropriate authority to respond to the
request.

§ 725.7 Contents of a proper request or
demand.

(a) Routine requests. If official infor-
mation is sought, through testimony
or otherwise, a detailed written request
must be submitted to the appropriate
determining authority far enough in
advance to assure an informed and
timely evaluation of the request, and
prevention of adverse effects on the
mission of the command or activity
that must respond. The determining
authority shall decide whether suffi-
cient information has been provided by
the requester. Absent independent in-
formation, the following data is nec-
essary to assess a request.

(1) Identification of parties, their coun-
sel and the nature of the litigation. (i)
Caption of case, docket number, court.

(ii) Name, address, and telephone
number of all counsel.

(iii) The date and time on which the
documents, information, or testimony
sought must be produced; the requested
location for production; and, if applica-
ble, the estimated length of time that
attendance of the DON personnel will
be required.

(2) Identification of information or doc-
uments requested. (i) A description, in as
much detail as possible, of the docu-
ments, information, or testimony
sought, including the current military
service, status (active, separated, re-
tired), social security number, if
known, of the subject of the requested
pay, medical, or service records;

(ii) The location of the records, in-
cluding the name, address, and tele-
phone number, if known, of the person
from whom the documents, informa-
tion, or testimony is sought; and

(iii) A statement of whether factual,
opinion, or expert testimony is re-
quested (see §§ 725.4(c) and
725.8(b)(3)(ii)).

(3) Description of why the information
is needed. (i) A brief summary of the
facts of the case and the present pos-
ture of the case.

(ii) A statement of the relevance of
the matters sought to the proceedings
at issue.

(iii) If expert or opinion testimony is
sought, an explanation of why excep-
tional need or unique circumstances
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exist justifying such testimony, includ-
ing why it is not reasonably available
from any other source.

(b) Additional considerations. The cir-
cumstances surrounding the underly-
ing litigation, including whether the
United States is a party, and the na-
ture and expense of the requests made
by a party may require additional in-
formation before a determination can
be made. Providing the following infor-
mation or stipulations in the original
request may expedite review and elimi-
nate the need for additional cor-
respondence with the determining au-
thority.

(1) A statement of the requester’s
willingness to pay in advance all rea-
sonable expenses and costs of searching
for and producing documents, informa-
tion, or personnel, including travel ex-
penses and accommodations (if applica-
ble);

(2) In cases in which deposition testi-
mony is sought, a statement of wheth-
er attendance at trial or later deposi-
tion testimony is anticipated and re-
quested. A single deposition normally
should suffice;

(3) An agreement to notify the deter-
mining authority at least 10 working
days in advance of all interviews, depo-
sitions, or testimony. Additional time
for notification may be required where
the witness is a DON health care pro-
vider or where the witness is located
overseas;

(4) An agreement to conduct the dep-
osition at the location of the witness,
unless the witness and his or her com-
manding officer or cognizant superior,
as applicable, stipulate otherwise;

(5) In the case of former DON person-
nel, a brief description of the length
and nature of their duties while in DON
employment, and a statement of
whether such duties involved, directly
or indirectly, the information or mat-
ters as to which the person will testify;

(6) An agreement to provide free of
charge to any witness a signed copy of
any written statement he or she may
make, or, in the case of an oral deposi-
tion, a copy of that deposition tran-
script, if taken by a stenographer, or a
video tape copy, if taken solely by
video tape, if not prohibited by applica-
ble rules of court;

(7) An agreement that if the local
rules of procedure controlling the liti-
gation so provide, the witness will be
given an opportunity to read, sign, and
correct the deposition at no cost to the
witness or the Government;

(8) A statement of understanding
that the United States reserves the
right to have a representative present
at any interview or deposition; and

(9) A statement that counsel for
other parties to the case will be pro-
vided with a copy of all correspondence
originated by the determining author-
ity so they may have the opportunity
to submit any related litigation re-
quests and participate in any discov-
ery.

(c) Response to deficient requests. A
letter request that is deficient in pro-
viding necessary information may be
returned to the requester by the deter-
mining authority with an explanation
of the deficiencies and a statement
that no further action will be taken
until they are corrected. If a subpoena
has been received for official informa-
tion, counsel should promptly deter-
mine the appropriate action to take in
response to the subpoena. See § 725.9(g).

(d) Emergency requests. Written re-
quests are generally required by 32
CFR part 97.

(1) The determining authority, iden-
tified in § 725.6, has discretion to waive
that requirement in the event of a bona
fide emergency, under conditions set
forth here, which were not anticipated
in the course of proper pretrial plan-
ning and discovery. Oral requests and
subsequent determinations should be
reserved for instances where factual
matters are sought, and compliance
with the requirements of a proper writ-
ten request would result in the effec-
tive denial of the request and cause an
injustice in the outcome of the litiga-
tion for which the information is
sought. No requester has a right to
make an oral request and receive a de-
termination. Whether to permit such
an exceptional procedure is a decision
within the sole discretion of the deter-
mining authority, unless overruled by
the General Counsel or the Judge Ad-
vocate General, as appropriate.

(2) If the determining authority con-
cludes that the request, or any portion
of it, meets the emergency test, he or
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